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I. [bookmark: _Toc191629068]Overview of RFP for the IQ-S EE Committee Community Based Organizations (“CBOs”) Education and Outreach Grants

A. Statutory Overview

This RFP is funded pursuant to the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act (CEJA)[footnoteRef:2], passed in 2021 by the Illinois General Assembly and signed into law by Governor Pritzker on September 21, 2021.  [2:  Public Act 102-0662.  Section 8-103(B)(c) of the Public Utilities Act (220 ILCS 5/8-103(c)) describes grants.] 


CEJA creates a committee known as the Illinois Income Qualified South (IQ-S) Energy Efficiency Committee (“IL IQ-S EE Committee” or “Committee”). The IQ EE Committee is referred to as the “LIEEAC” Committee in CEJA but will be referred to herein and in other documents as the “IQ-S EE Committee.” The purpose of the IQ-S Committee is to: 
[bookmark: _Hlk114709223]“directly inform the design, implementation, and evaluation of the low-income and public-housing energy efficiency programs.”

The statute also references:

“Emphasiz[ing] opportunities to bundle and coordinate delivery of low-income energy efficiency with other programs that serve low-income communities, such as the Illinois Solar for All Program and bill payment assistance programs.”

Committee members who are qualifying CBOs, as described further below, are eligible to apply to receive grants for energy efficiency outreach and education.  

B. Purpose

The purpose of the RFP is to award funds to community-based organizations to do energy efficiency outreach and education. The education and outreach shall include, but is not limited to: 
· basic energy efficiency education, 
· information about low-income energy efficiency programs, and 
· information on the committee's purpose, structure, and activities.


Examples of Eligible Energy Efficiency Outreach and Education
may take many forms, and include but are not limited to:

· Community meetings or events,
· One-on-one outreach to low-income community members,
· Approved content on a CBO’s website,
· Social media outreach and education using approved content,
· Testing energy efficiency materials with targeted groups (e.g., seniors),
· Engaging CBOs/CAAs to understand their interests,
· Recruiting and engaging community colleges, and
· Engaging with local government organizations.

Ineligible Energy Efficiency Education and Outreach
“Mass-market” campaigns involving television and radio campaigns and/or newspaper advertisements will not be funded, unless the “mass-market” campaign is “earned media” – in other words, provided as a newsworthy event rather than through payments to media outlets. Payments to media outlets will not be funded.  

II. [bookmark: _Toc191629069]Eligible Grant Recipients

To be eligible for a grant, a prospective CBO must: 

1. Be eligible for IQ-S EE Committee membership
2. Apply to be an IQ-S Committee member no later than the grant due date (March 21, 2025)
3. Be a CBO, as defined by CEJA
More information about each of these requirements is described below.


A. Committee Membership Eligibility

CEJA defines who is eligible for Committee membership.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  As defined in Section 5-20 of the Illinois Climate and Equitable Jobs Act (Public Act 102-0662), the committee shall be composed of electric utilities subject to the requirements of this Section, gas utilities subject to the requirements of Section 8-104 of the Public Utilities Act, the utilities' low-income energy efficiency implementation contractors, nonprofit organizations, community action agencies, advocacy groups, State and local governmental agencies, public-housing organizations, and representatives of community-based organizations, especially those living in or working with environmental justice communities and BIPOC communities. For the full text of the Act, see Illinois General Assembly, Public Act 102-0662.] 

Organizations who would like to be an IQ-S EE Committee Member considered for this grant cycle (2025) must agree to be active Committee members.  Prospective applicants must submit a Membership application no later than Friday, March 21, 2025, at 5:00 PM CT to be eligible for a grant. IQ-S Committee membership applications can be found on the IQ-S Committee website at: https://www.iqadvisorycommittee.com/membership-applications. 
To learn more about the Committee, please consult the IQ-S Committee website.  Specific questions and comments about the IQ-S Committee can emailed to ileeiqcommittee@futee.biz.      

B. Community-Based Organizations (CBOs)
CEJA defines CBOs as:

“‘Community-based organizations’ means an organization
that: (1) provides employment, skill development, or related
services to members of the community; (2) includes community
colleges, nonprofits, and local governments; (3) has at least
one main operating office in the community or region it
serves; and (4) demonstrates relationships with local
residents and other organizations serving the community.”

Non-profit CBOs are required to register and remain in good standing with the Illinois Secretary of State as a non-profit corporation. Non-profit applicants shall also indicate on their membership application if they are 501(c)(3)-eligible non-profits.    

Note that all CBO members of the IQ-S EE Committee are eligible to submit applications for education and outreach grants, including those who are Leadership Team members. IQ-S Committee members who do not qualify under CEJA as “CBOs” are not eligible to submit grants, including utility implementation contractors, unless the utility implementation contractor is also a CEJA-qualifying CBO.



III. [bookmark: _Toc191629070]Funding
The funding for the education and outreach grants is provided by ratepayers of Ameren Illinois and is based on the size of the utility’s energy efficiency portfolio. Bidders should note that the utility is only providing the funding for the education and outreach grants and does not have any decision-making or oversight authority over grantees, grant amounts, or work performed by the CBOs.

The funding for education and outreach grants for this RFP is as follows:

	Utility
	Funding

	Ameren IL
	$80,000


Grants to individual organizations will be $25,000.
Organizations may submit grants for more than one “objective” listed above.

IV. [bookmark: _Toc191629071]Overview of the RFP

A. Requirements for Energy Efficiency (EE) Outreach and Education
· Outreach Regarding Information About Low-Income Energy Efficiency Programs: If CBOs are providing information about low-income energy efficiency programs, they should offer target customers referrals to both utility and state/federal funded energy efficiency programs for which the customer is eligible and may also refer customers to bill assistance and solar programs.    
· Energy Efficiency Education: CBOs will be encouraged to use existing energy education materials provided by the IQ-S Facilitation Team. If a CBO does not want to use existing energy efficiency information, the CBO shall describe why new material needs to be developed to better meet the needs of their communities. If new materials are developed for energy education, CBOs will be solely responsible for ensuring that all energy claims, including claims about savings, health, safety and performance, are correct. In addition, each CBO must ensure claims in any materials they develop are fully consistent with state and federal requirements.
· Target Customers: CBOs may target specific customers for education and outreach efforts, such as youth, seniors or people with disabilities. Education and outreach efforts must target customers who are “low-income” – meaning customers who are at or below 80% of the area median income. CBOs are not required to verify the income of customers served by the outreach and education efforts, but shall propose how the outreach and education efforts will target low-income customers.  
· Target Geographic Locations: CBOs are not limited to providing outreach and education to geographic areas that are environmental justice communities and/or predominantly BIPOC communities. However, CBOs shall state what geographic area(s) they plan to serve, and whether such areas are predominantly BIPOC and/or environmental justice communities.  
· Materials Preparation: CBOs shall not independently develop materials describing utility and/or non-utility funded programs such as the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and/or the Illinois Home Weatherization Assistance Program (IHWAP), but instead should refer target customers to existing program information developed by the program, such as existing program handouts, websites, etc.  
· Representations: CBOs may not represent themselves as agents or contractors for energy efficiency program offerings unless they are administering and/or implementing the program that is the subject of the education and outreach.
· Subcontracting: Other organizations, including for-profit firms, may be used to provide discrete products and services in support of the outreach and education (i.e. physical production of materials) but may make up no more than 10% of the budget. Organizations may contract with individuals to implement outreach efforts when there is a compelling reason to do so, which should be explained within the proposal (e.g., the contracted organization does not have any paid staff or is seeking to employ members of traditionally underserved communities, such as partnering with a workforce development program facilitating employment of people who were formerly incarcerated). If contracting with for-profit firms, CBOs are encouraged to use local firms who serve the target communit(ies).
· Metrics: CBOs shall include at least one metric that can be used to measure outcomes of the outreach and education for each education and outreach effort. A metric might be the number of customers served.    
· Data Collection: CBOs shall collect and report data on the number, location, and demographics of target customers reached for each education and outreach effort. 
Any information the CBO collects about specific customers reached must be securely stored by the CBO and produced if requested by the ICC and/or its Staff, or an evaluator or auditor designated by the ICC. For information retained by the CBO in “hard copy,” customer information must be stored in locked file cabinets in locked rooms with limited access. All customer information stored electronically must be encrypted and may only be transferred outside the CBO using password-protection and encryption.    
In addition, the CBO acknowledges and will communicate to their customers that any work, including data collection, is not being done for or on behalf of the utility.
If a bidder intends to perform work for a utility, they will need to enter into a separate agreement with the utility.
Customers of the grantees whose information may be sent to the ICC and/or its Staff, or an evaluator or auditor designated by the ICC, need to be aware that the grantee is not acting on behalf of the utilities. 

B. Community-Based Organizations – Required Qualifications 
Eligibility Requirements: CBOs must meet the following additional requirements: 
i. Non-Profit CBOs: For CBOs that are non-profits, they must be registered as a non-profit organization with the Illinois Secretary of State, in good standing, and not be trade or political non-profits.  

ii. Prior Successful Outreach and Education Experience: Demonstrated ability to provide outreach, education, training, or program delivery for energy-related programs or service.

iii. Organizational Capability: CBOs shall describe existing organizational activities generally, and those that can be used to leverage the energy efficiency outreach and education activities proposed in response to the RFP.  

iv. Grants for IQ-S Committee Leadership Team Members: IQ-S Leadership Team Member Organizations are eligible to apply for education and outreach grants. 

C. Community-Based Organizations: Desired Qualifications

i. Ability to Leverage: Ability to leverage CBO’s other activities to promote energy efficiency outreach and education. Applicants are encouraged to leverage resources and existing capabilities.
  
D. Requirements for CBO Grant Recipients

i. Executed Contract/CBO Agreement: CBO grant recipients must execute a contract with Future Energy Enterprises, LLC (FutEE or "Contract Administrator"), consistent with the “General Terms” contained in Appendix IV and based on mutual agreement upon “Scope of Work” containing goals, deliverables, due dates and at least one metric that can be used to measure outcomes of the outreach and education for each education and outreach effort.

ii. Attend One On-Boarding Session: Prior to starting work, selected CBOs must attend one on-boarding session. Further details about the onboarding session will be sent to successful applicants. 

iii. Approval of all Outreach Materials: Obtain approval of all adapted or newly developed outreach materials (slides, brochures, T-shirts, etc.) that are used for outreach and educational purposes. CBO grant recipients shall not develop program materials for any existing low-income programs, but shall provide customers with information developed and approved for the applicable low-income program(s) and/or direct customers to websites or other sources to learn about and sign up for relevant programs.  CBO grant recipients may not use either the utility or ICC name or logo on any outreach materials, unless the utility provides written authorization to use its logo. The Contract Administrator (as defined in Appendix IV: Agreement) will seek to work with the utility, low-income Program Implementers, and State of Illinois low-income program (including LIHEAP and IHWAP) representatives to secure materials that can be used by successful grant recipients, including general education and outreach materials.  

iv. Reporting/Final Report: Grant payments will be made in three installments: 40% upon successful grant application, 30% upon completion of the midpoint deliverable, and 30% upon project completion. Payments will be issued to CBO grant recipients after FutEE, LLC receives funds from the utilities. Recipients must demonstrate sufficient progress toward producing deliverables in a midpoint report. Additionally, recipients must submit a final report to the Contract Administrator detailing the outreach and education campaign, including successes, challenges, and achievements relative to metrics. Reports shall be drafted in standard format provided by the Contract Administrator. All must be completed to receive the full grant amount.

v. No Representations: CBO grant recipients may not use the name, logo or make representations that they are agents of the funding utility, the ICC, or the LIHEAP or IHWAP programs.  

vi. Data Tracking - Collecting Customer Information: CBO grant recipients will be required to track the number of customers served and location of customers served. If CBO grant recipients collect customer confidential information, such as name, address, e-mails, or phone numbers, it is the CBO’s sole responsibility to store such information in a secure physical location and encrypted on any electric storage devices, including computers, iPads and/or cell phones. CBO grant recipients shall restrict access to customer confidential information to those who are within the organization, and only on a “need-to-know” basis to accomplish the objectives of the outreach and education campaign. Any customer information collected may only be used for the purposes of the outreach and education campaign. CBO grant recipients may not collect any information from customers other than name, address, and basic contact information (phone and/or e-mail). Customers who allow their information to be collected in connection with the grants should be informed that such information collection is not being done on behalf of the utility, and that at no time will the utility receive their data in connection with any activities performed with the grant funds. Furthermore, customers who allow their information to be collected shall be informed that the organization collecting the information will not share the information with any other entities, other than the ICC and/or its designees, nor use the information collected for any other purpose other than the specific education and outreach campaign absent their signed, written consent.  

Under no circumstances may CBOs collect credit card information, health status, etc. CBO grant recipients may be required to provide customer information to the ICC and/or its designees upon request but must do so in a way that is fully encrypted and password protected.  


E. Evaluation Criteria and Process
Applicants who submit complete and qualifying responses may be asked to provide additional project details and more in-depth responses to a representative of FutEE, LLC (the Contract Administrator) for the purpose of negotiating potential project scopes proposed in their responses. 
Proposals will be evaluated as follows:
Threshold Criteria
1. Is the organization an eligible organization?
2. Is the proposal consistent with the purpose of the education and outreach grants?
3. Is the proposal complete and sufficiently detailed?
4. Was the proposal submitted correctly and on time?
5. Does the organization demonstrate sufficient capacity and prior experience to perform under the grant?
6. Is the proposal likely to be successful?  
Proposals that do not meet the threshold criteria will not be further evaluated, but FutEE, LLC will allow bidders to submit complete responses if the proposal is determined not to be complete.   

Evaluation Criteria
Proposals will be evaluated using the following criteria:
1. Strength of the Proposed Education and Outreach campaign
· Is the campaign likely to achieve its intended goals/metrics?
2. Reach of the Proposed Education and Outreach campaign
· How many customers is the campaign expected to reach?
3. Creativity of the Proposal
· Does the proposal have any creative elements in how it will reach target customers and/or provide outreach and education?

Grant Selection Committee

The grant selection committee may include a combination of IQ-S LT members and two external reviewers. Anyone who has applied for a grant may not review their grant application. However, IQ-S LT will approve the entire package of grants awarded.

Final Selection of Proposals: Balancing Considerations 
[bookmark: _Hlk29936755]Proposals meeting RFP requirements will be ranked in order by score; however, the grant selection committee members reserve the right to select proposals outside of scoring rank order to accomplish any or all of the following: 
· Geographic diversity
· Diversity of low-income customer types, such as seniors, children, and people with disabilities
· Sufficient coverage across Illinois’ environmental justice communities
· Sufficient diversity in approaches to outreach and education, including customer targeting and engagement strategies

F. Contract/CBO Agreement
Following the evaluation process (including the preparation and delivery of any additional materials requested), the Contract Administrator and each selected applicant will negotiate the final scope of work to be conducted, including goals, deliverables, and due dates.
The ICC and Contract Administrator reserve the right to modify the terms and conditions of, or terminate, this RFP in whole or in part at any time, including changing the total amount of funding awarded in this round and/or individual grant amounts. The ICC and Contract Administrator’s receipt of proposals or other data, information, or documents at any stage of either this RFP or the negotiation process shall in no way obligate the ICC or Contract Administrator to enter into any legally binding or enforceable agreement of any kind.
The RFP is expected to result in three awards of up to $25,000 per grant, with a total of $80,000 available for grants under this RFP funding cycle (2025). Campaigns are expected to begin in early/mid-2025 and conclude no later than the end of November, unless a mutually agreed-upon extension is negotiated. The total amount of funds awarded under this RFP may change and will depend on the quality of the proposed projects, the geographic and demographic mix of proposed campaigns, and other programmatic considerations. Funding from Ameren IL must be used to provide outreach and education in the Ameren IL service territory. The IQ-S LT and/or IQ-S Facilitation Team (under the direction of the IQ-S LT) may suggest additional or modified work, with agreement of successful bidder.
All awards will result in a binding contract between the lead organization and Future Energy Enterprises, LLC (“Contract Administrator”), which may be assigned. Grant payments will be made in three installments: an initial payment of 40% upon successful grant application, followed by two progress payments—30% and 30%—based on the submission of progress relative to goals in a standard reporting template. All required reports and deliverables must be completed to receive full payment. Payments for services rendered will be issued based on progress payments paid in three installments used to accomplish the scope of work up to a not-to-exceed amount based on the final negotiated award value. The initial payment of 40% is not contingent on achieving milestones but instead on a fully executed grant agreement. 
V. [bookmark: _Toc191629072]RFP Submission Requirements

Responses should not exceed the maximum word counts included below for open ended questions and prompts. 
1. Name, title, and email address of proposal contact person.
2. Describe proposed marketing and outreach objectives, approach, and goals. (Please try to keep to no more than one page.)
3. What geography (neighborhoods, towns, or areas) will be included in your campaign?
4. How will you identify customers and/or communities at or below the 80% area median income (AMI) requirement?  
5. Will your campaign take place in an environmental justice community?[footnoteRef:4] If yes, name or describe which community or communities and estimate the percentage of the campaign efforts/time that will take place therein.  [4:  Environmental Justice Communities are as defined in the Illinois Solar for All (ILSFA) Program administered by the Illinois Power Agency. The IPA and the Illinois Solar for All implementer identified Environmental Justice Communities using the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s tool EJ Screen. EJ Screen is used to identify a higher risk of exposure to pollution-based environmental and socioeconomic factors. The list of current Environmental Justice Communities is available at: https://www.illinoissfa.com/environmental-justice-communities.  
“Environmental Justice Communities” as defined by the Illinois Power Agency include sections of East St. Louis, Normal, Bloomington, Decatur, Champaign and Danville, Peoria, Joliet, Aurora, Bolingbrook, Rockford, Waukegan and Chicago.  ] 

6. What topic(s) will your campaign focus on? (e.g., information about low-income energy efficiency programs, basic energy efficiency education, information about the committee’s purpose, structure and activities, etc.) (200 words max)
7. How does energy efficiency relate to the mission or vision of your organization and the other issues that you have been/are engaged in? (200 words max)
8. Provide your midpoint and end-of project goals (metric(s) and expected people served)
Table 1.0 — Summary of Key Proposal Elements
	Project Phase
	Deliverables/Key Milestones
	Metric(s)/Expected People Served

	Midpoint
	Example: Increase community engagement in energy efficiency programs by hosting 3 virtual community events/workshops
	Number of attendees per event

	Midpoint






	
	

	Endpoint






	
	



VI. [bookmark: _Toc191629073]RFP Submission Instructions
All required information should be submitted electronically to no later than Friday, March 21, 2025 at 5:00 PM CT to ileeiqcommittee@futee.biz. The submitted proposal response shall be in a single file in a Microsoft Word document or PDF form. Applicants are responsible for submitting documents with the electronic “delivery receipt requested” indicating the date/time the RFP was successfully received. Grant applicants should ensure they receive and save a time/date “return receipt” from their browser to demonstrate compliance with the due date. The Contract Administrator will confirm receipt of the proposals.  
Proposals that do not include all required information outlined in this document may be disqualified if reasonable efforts are not made to remedy inadequacies or omissions following notification of the deficiency by the Contract Administrator.  




[bookmark: _Toc191629074]Appendix I: Proposal Budget Information
Section 1: Tasks and Proposed Deliverables
	Task
	Deliverables

	Task 1: Start-Up
	Work Plan (included in grant application)

	Task 2: Mid-Cycle Progress Report
	Mid-point deliverable report

	Task 3: Final Report
	Final Report



Section 2: Budget Structure
The total contract budget shall be a fixed amount, distributed in three installments:
1. 40% upon successful grant application approval,
2. 30% upon submission and approval of the mid-cycle progress report, and
3. 30% upon submission and approval of the final report.
Total Budget: The Total Contract Budget shall be a not-to-exceed amount that is the sum of three fixed-price payments: initial, mid-cycle progress, and final. The Total Contract Budget Amount is: _____$25,000______

Section 3: Expense Guidelines
All expenses are included within the fixed price amounts. While specific expense tracking is not required for invoicing, all expenses must be:
· Reasonable, necessary, and customary for the project.
· In compliance with all applicable funding guidelines.
· Exclusive of alcohol and mass marketing campaigns as part of education or outreach.
· Supported by documentation upon request from the ICC.
The contractor should maintain records of expenses and be prepared to present them if requested by the ICC, though formal submission of expenses is not expected.


[bookmark: _Toc191629075]Appendix II: Certifications
To be considered responsive, the CBO must complete all certifications below:
I.  Certifications Regarding CBO Agreement
Please review the statements below and initial next to your response to indicate agreement:
If your proposal is selected, do you agree to contract with the Contract Administrator, Future Energy Enterprises, LLC, or assignee in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in the form CBO Agreement, included as Appendix IV to this RFP, or any other terms and conditions proposed by the ICC and/or the Contract Administrator in their reasonable discretion? 
Yes, applicant agrees to the terms of the form CBO Agreement without modification.  

Initial:	_____	

Or

o  Bidder cannot agree to the terms of the form CBO Agreement and requests the modification(s) below. Modifications are at the discretion of the ICC and the Contract Administrator; if agreement on a proposed modification cannot be reached, negotiations may be terminated.
   
Initial: _____	
If you object to any term or condition of the form CBO Agreement, detail those objections and proposed alternative(s) language for consideration using redlines. Objections shall be noted in “Comment” boxes contained on the form Agreement.  
Any applicant who submits a response that does not contain any objection to the form contract will be deemed to agree to the terms and conditions of the form CBO Agreement. Subject to applicable law, requested modifications will be made in the discretion of the ICC and the Contract Administrator. If any applicant and the Program Administrator and ICC are unable to agree on any requested modification to the terms, the Program Administrator and/or the ICC will have the right to disqualify such applicant from consideration. 


II. Certifications Regarding Non-Profit Status   
Certify the accuracy of the following statements by initialing next to each statement:
Applicant is in good standing with the Illinois Secretary of State and the Illinois General Not for Profit Act of 1986 (805 ILCS 105/).  Initial: _____	
Applicant is in compliance with all applicable laws including, but not limited, to its requirement to submit IRS form 990 and any other applicable tax filings.  Initial: _____	

Applicant is tax exempt pursuant to section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Initial: ___
Or
Though applicant is a not-for-profit corporation organized under the Illinois General Not for Profit Act of 1986 (805 ILCS 105/), applicant is not tax exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Initial: _____	

III. Payments
Applicant agrees to provide the Contract Administrator with information needed to establish ACH payment using the template provided by the Contract Administrator. This includes bank account and routing information.
Initial: _____
Applicant agrees to submit all required documents for tax reporting to the IRS, including a W-9, in the form and manner established by the Contract Administrator.  
Initial: _____	
Applicant has sufficient financial resources and capability to carry project payments, including labor payments and all expenses, until applicant receives payments from the Contract Administrator. Payments for time and expenses may take up to sixty (60 days) from the date a CBO invoice is received depending on whether the invoice is accepted as submitted.  
Initial: _____	

[bookmark: _Toc191629076]Appendix III: Required Documentation
Required Attachments 
· Illinois Secretary of State Certificate of Good Standing for Not-for-Profit Corporation status

· Brief bios or resumes of CBO Key Personnel, which include:
a. Executive Director
b. Project lead
[bookmark: _Hlk113735285]


[bookmark: _Toc191629077]Appendix IV: COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATION (“CBO”) AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT (this “Agreement”) is made and entered into as of the day of           	, 20___ (the “Effective Date”), by and between 			, an Illinois Community-based Organization (“CBO”), as defined in the Climate and Equitable Jobs Act (Public Act 102-0662) and Future Energy Enterprises, LLC, an Illinois business (“Contract Administrator”).  

WHEREAS, CBO is in the business of providing services to low-income community residents in their communities, including delivering outreach and education campaigns. 

WHEREAS, Section 8-103B(c) of the Public Utilities Act (220 ILCS 5/8-103B(c)) ("Act") establishes a Low-Income Energy Efficiency Accountability Committee (the “Illinois Income Qualified South Energy Efficiency Committee”) which provides grant funding to community-based organizations, as defined in Section 8-103 of the Public Utilities Act, for basic energy efficiency education, information about low-income energy efficiency programs, and information on the committee's purpose, structure, and activities (“Grants”).

WHEREAS, the grant funding is paid for by Illinois ratepayers, through contracts between the utilities and the Contract Administrator, and all payments to CBOs are contingent on Contract Administrator receiving payments from the respective utilities.   
	
WHEREAS, CBO has the knowledge, financial viability, skill and capability to perform such services for Contract Administrator and desires to provide such services all on the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement.  

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing, the parties, intending to be legally bound, hereby agree to the following:

[bookmark: _Toc100047313][bookmark: _Hlk100055108]1.  SCOPE OF WORK
CBO is hereby retained by Contract Administrator, and CBO agrees to provide the initial services set forth on the “Statement of Work” attached hereto as Exhibit B (the “Services”). Services shall be performed in accordance with the schedule set forth in Exhibit B.

CBO shall provide all the labor, equipment, and any and all other items required to perform the services set forth in the “Scope of Work” (the “Services” or “Scope of Work”). 

The Services to be provided by CBO shall be under the direction of its Representative. 
[bookmark: _Toc100047314]CBO shall prudently and reasonably carry out the Services with due diligence and efficiency, in a practical manner designed to promote the purposes of the Project and with due regard to the obligations of the Parties thereto.

[bookmark: _Hlk100055185]2.  PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE
The period of performance for this Contract shall be from March 31, 2025, through November 28, 2025.
[bookmark: _Toc100047315][bookmark: _Hlk100055215]3.  NOTICES
Contract Administrator shall provide electronic mail notice of any termination or default provided for under this Contract to both ICC Administrator and Contract Administrator contacts, after consultation and majority support of the IQ-S LT, 

Key contacts for ICC Staff, CBO and the funding Contract Administrator are below:

ICC Staff
Elizabeth Horne
527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, IL 62701

Contract Administrator
Ellinor Arzbaecher
ileeiqcommittee@futee.biz

[bookmark: _Toc100047316]4.  FEES AND PAYMENTS

[bookmark: _Hlk100056394]CBO will receive payment in three fixed-price installments based on the total grant amount, as outlined in the Scope of Work. These payments will be disbursed according to the following schedule:

1. First Installment: Upon execution of the contract.
2. Second Installment: Upon completion of designated milestones as specified in the Scope of Work and submission of a mid-project progress report.
3. Final Installment: Upon completion of all work under the contract and submission of a final report.

The Contract Administrator may request changes to the reporting format during the term of this contract. Contract Administrator will send CBO written notice of any changes to the reporting format thirty (30) days before the next report is due.
Each progress report shall sufficiently identify the work completed during the reporting period and demonstrate progress towards project goals as outlined in the Scope of Work. Reports must also include:

· Work completed relative to goals/metrics
· Any challenges encountered; how challenges were overcome, including any successes and/or innovations
· Supporting documentation to demonstrate goals/metric achieved

a. Report Delivery

All reports shall be submitted electronically to the following designated e-mail addresses for approval prior to disbursement of payments:

Contract Administrator
ileeiqcommittee@futee.biz

b. Payment Timing

Payments will be disbursed after signing the grant agreement (initial payment), then after submission and approval of mid-cycle report and final report. FutEE, LLC will make payments to grantees after the receipt of payments from Ameren IL.

c. Report Review and Disputes

Contract Administrator shall have ten (10) business days to review all submitted reports. Any objection(s) to reports submitted by CBO must be raised by the Contract Administrator within ten (10) business days following receipt. If the Contract Administrator finds an error or other objectionable item in the report, the Contract Administrator shall promptly notify CBO thereof, and CBO shall submit a revised report within ten (10) business days. If CBO disagrees with the Contract Administrator’s objection, the Parties shall work together in good faith to resolve the dispute. This same review and dispute process shall apply to any revised reports issued by CBO.

d. Prohibited Expenses

Neither CBO nor the Contract Administrator shall offer, provide, or authorize the payment of a prohibited expense. As used herein, a "prohibited expense" shall include but shall not be limited to:

· Direct payment for alcoholic beverages; and
· Marketing of the Contract Administrator name which fails to relate to or reference either in writing, orally, or visually, Energy Efficiency Program, products, or services.

[bookmark: _Toc100047317]5.  ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION AUTHORITY
A. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary or in any other agreement between the Parties, the ICC has the right:

i. To approve or reject this Contract, in whole or in part;

ii. To approve or reject any reports or invoices submitted by the CBO, in whole or in part.

[bookmark: _Toc100047318]6.  INSURANCE
Before commencing Work under this Contract, CBO shall provide the Contract Administrator with Certificates of Insurance by a carrier rated at least A- VII by A.M. Best showing that the following minimum coverages are in effect. Except for Worker’s Compensation policies, the Certificates of Insurance shall name each Contract Administrator and its respective parents, affiliates and subsidiaries, the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) and its Staff and contractors as additional insureds for any liability arising out of or resulting, in any way, from the Services of CBO or its subcontractor on a primary and non-contributory basis and the policies shall include a severability of interest provision. All policies shall be non-cancellable without thirty (30) days prior written notice from the insurance carrier to the Contract Administrator.

Worker’s Compensation: With respect to all activities performed under this Contract, CBO shall carry, if applicable, workers’ compensation insurance in accordance with the laws of the State of Illinois and any other state in which it is performing the Services.

General Insurance: With respect to all activities performed under this Contract, CBO shall maintain commercial general liability written on an occurrence form with limits of not less than:

$1,000,000 Each Occurrence
$1,000,000 General Aggregate

Commercial general liability insurance shall cover liability arising from premises, operations, independent CBOs, and personal and injury, and liability assumed under an insured contract.

Automotive Liability: CBO shall carry automotive liability insurance covering all motor vehicles, no matter the ownership status, used in connection with this Contract. Limits of coverage shall be in the amount required by any applicable state law.

The Contract Administrator make no warranty that the coverages and limits listed herein are adequate to cover and protect the interests of CBO for CBO’s operations. These are solely minimums that have been set to protect the interests of the Utilities.

None of Contract Administrator’s insurance coverage shall apply to CBO.

[bookmark: _Toc100047319]7.  REPRESENTATIONS
CBO represents that it provides education and outreach to low-income communities and furthermore that it shall provide education and outreach services:

a. In accordance with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations;

b. In accordance with generally accepted industry principles and practices;

c. In a manner that does not infringe any patent, copyright, trade secret right, trademark right, or any other intellectual property right or proprietary right of any third party.

d. That it shall not claim it is a contractor, representative and/or agent of the funding utility and/or the ICC.

[bookmark: _Toc100047320][bookmark: _Hlk100056452]8.  SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES
Any disputes or differences arising out of this Contract that cannot be amicably settled between two or more Parties and that are not subject to the jurisdiction of the ICC shall be formally settled under the Rules of Conciliation and Arbitration of the American Arbitration Association (“AAA”) by three (3) arbitrators appointed in accordance with said Rules. The arbitration shall take place in Chicago, Illinois. The Parties acknowledge that the subject of this Contract is a transaction involving interstate commerce, and that this Article is enforceable under, and shall be governed and construed in accordance with, United States federal law, including, without limitation, the Federal Arbitration Act, 9 U.S.C. 1 et seq.

Each Party to the dispute shall, within thirty (30) days of a party giving written notice of its intention to proceed to arbitration, select an arbiter. Those two (2) arbiters shall, within a further period of thirty (30) days, agree upon a third arbiter. If either Party to the dispute fails to appoint an arbiter, or if the arbiters appointed by the two (2) parties fail to agree upon a third arbiter, within the periods specified herein, such appointment shall be made by the AAA. The arbiters are not authorized to decide any dispute ex aequo et bono and shall strictly apply the terms of the Contract and the governing law. The decision of a majority of the arbiters shall prevail, shall be in writing, and shall be consistent with those express provisions of this Contract which limit liability, damages, and other remedies. Each party to the dispute shall pay its own attorney’s fees and other costs incurred by it in connection with the arbitration, except that the arbitration fee shall be split between the parties to the dispute. The decision of the arbiters shall be final and binding on the Parties to the dispute and their successors and may be enforced in any competent court having jurisdiction.

The outcome of any particular arbitration shall not create any additional duties or obligations of any Contract Administrator that was not a party to the dispute or CBO, if CBO was not a party to the dispute that was arbitrated.

In case of any dispute and unless this Contract has been terminated by the ICC or CBO pursuant to its terms, CBO shall continue to diligently perform the Services and maintain progress toward the successful and timely completion of the Project, and each Contract Administrator shall continue to make payments to CBO for those portions of the Services completed that are not the subject of dispute in accordance with this Contract.

[bookmark: _Toc100047321]9.  INDEMNIFICATION
CBO shall defend, indemnify and hold Contract Administrator, funding Utilities and the ICC harmless against any injury, death, loss, suit, or claim, including but not limited to damages, judgments, fees, expenses and attorneys’ fees to the extent arising from (i) CBO’s violation of the representations contained in Section 6 hereof; (ii) any liability or loss resulting from CBO’s failure to pay any taxes or fees imposed upon it by any government under this Contract; or (iii) any negligent action or omission or willful misconduct on the part of CBO in connection with this Contract.

[bookmark: _Toc100047322]10.  GOVERNING LAW
The interpretation of the terms and conditions of this Contract shall be governed by the laws of the State of Illinois without regard to principles of conflicts of laws.
[bookmark: _Hlk100056923]
[bookmark: _Toc100047323]11.  DEFAULT TERMINATION
Any Party may terminate this Contract with cause in whole or in part in the event that another Party fails to perform in accordance with the terms and conditions of this Contract and fails to cure such default within a reasonable time upon written demand.

Contract Administrator, only after approval of the ICC and only after consult and concurrence with the IQ-S LT, may also terminate the Contract with cause in whole or in part in the event CBO fails to maintain the progress of the work so as to jeopardize the successful and timely completion of the Project. In such event, CBO shall cease such Services with two (2) days’ notice upon Contract Administrator’s demand.

In the event of termination pursuant to this Article 11, CBO shall perform such additional work as is necessary for the orderly filing of documents and closing of the Services. Such work shall only pertain to the actual Services provided. CBO shall only be compensated for all undisputed portions of the completed portion of the work actually performed prior to the effective date of termination, plus the work required for filing and closing. CBO shall turn over to ICC Staff all work completed to date; all related documents; and all other information gathered under this Contract.

In the event that the Contract Administrator issues a notice of termination or notice of default of the contract consistent with the terms in Articles 11 and 12 herein, the issuer of the notice shall contemporaneously provide a copy of such notice to ICC Staff.
[bookmark: _Toc100047324]
12.  TERMINATION FOR CONVENIENCE
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Contract, either the CBO or the Contract Administrator, after notice to ICC Staff, may terminate this Contract without cause by giving thirty (30) days advance written notice thereof to CBO and Contract Administrator and ICC Staff.

Upon termination of this Contract pursuant to this Article 12, CBO shall have no further obligation to provide the Services to Contract Administrator under this Contract and, except for payment of fees to CBO for services rendered prior to the date of termination, Contract Administrator shall have no further obligation to pay CBO.

In the event of termination pursuant to this Article 12, CBO shall perform such additional work as is necessary for the orderly filing of documents and closing of the Services. CBO shall turn over to Contract Administrator all work completed to date; all related documents; and all other information gathered under this Contract. CBO shall render a final bill for services to Contract Administrator within thirty (30) days from the later of the date of termination or the completion of such additional work, and Contract Administrator shall pay that approved bill within thirty (30) days of receipt of the final bill.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Contract, either the CBO or the Contract Administrator, after notice to ICC Staff, may terminate this Contract without cause by providing thirty (30) days advance written notice to the other party and ICC Staff. However, CBO may not terminate this Contract without cause prior to completing a minimum threshold of substantive work, as determined by Contract Administrator.

Upon termination pursuant to this Article 12, CBO shall have no further obligation to provide the Services under this Contract, and Contract Administrator shall have no further obligation to pay CBO, except for payment of fees directly tied to deliverables or milestones satisfactorily completed prior to the effective date of termination. Any advance payments made to CBO that exceed the value of work completed shall be returned to Contract Administrator within thirty (30) days of termination.

In the event of termination pursuant to this Article 12, CBO shall perform such additional work as is necessary for the orderly filing of documents and closing of the Services. CBO shall turn over to Contract Administrator all work completed to date, all related documents, and any other information gathered under this Contract. CBO shall submit a final accounting of services performed and funds expended to Contract Administrator within thirty (30) days from the later of the date of termination or the completion of such additional work. Contract Administrator shall review and approve the final accounting and, if applicable, issue any remaining payments for approved work completed within thirty (30) days of receipt.
[bookmark: _Hlk100056633]
[bookmark: _Toc100047325]13.  CONFIDENTIALITY OF DATA, INFORMATION, AND DOCUMENTS
Not applicable.

[bookmark: _Toc100047326][bookmark: _Hlk100057276]14.  OWNERSHIP OF DATA, INFORMATION, AND DOCUMENTS
All reports, studies, plans, specifications, data, and other information developed, written or prepared, by CBO pursuant to this Contract, shall be delivered to the Contractor Administrator and Director of the ICC Policy Division, or his or her designee, and become the property of the ICC. 

CBO shall not use the ICC’s, Contract Administrator’s and funding utilities’ logo, or the service mark and any related logo, without the parties’ prior written consent.

[bookmark: _Toc100047327]15.  MAINTENANCE OF RECORDS
CBO shall keep, maintain, and preserve at its principal office throughout the term of the Contract and for a period of three (3) years after the end of the Contract full and detailed books, accounts, and records pertaining to the performance of the Contract.

[bookmark: _Toc100047328]16.  SEVERABILITY
[bookmark: _Toc100047329]If any term or provision of this Contract shall be held to be invalid or unenforceable, the remaining terms and provisions of this Contract shall be valid and enforceable to the fullest extent permitted by law.

17.  NONWAIVER
The failure of Contract Administrator to enforce any one or more of the provisions of this Contract shall not be construed to be a waiver thereof, nor shall such failure affect the validity of the Contract, CBO’s obligations hereunder or the right of Contract Administrator to enforce any provision of the Contract.


[bookmark: _Toc100047330]18.  COUNTERPARTS
The Contract may be executed in several counterparts by the Parties and when so executed shall be considered fully executed to the same extent as if all Parties had signed the original document. Facsimile execution is authorized.

[bookmark: _Toc100047331]19.  ENTIRE AGREEMENT
This Contract, including Attachment A and any appendices, constitutes the entire agreement between CBO and the Contract Administrator and supersedes all prior communications, representations, agreements, and understandings, whether oral or written, made by either of them concerning the subject hereof.

[bookmark: _Toc100047332][bookmark: _Hlk100057387]20.  CONTRACT AMENDMENTS
This Contract may not be modified or amended except by written instrument approved by the ICC Executive Director, after the Contract Administrator’s ten (10) day review and agreement, which shall not be unreasonably withheld, and duly executed by an authorized officer or employee of the party to be bound, with respect to contract duration, substantive changes to the Attachment A Scope of Work, the Budgeted Amount, or the Budgeted Amount allocation by Contract Administrator.  Modifications to the work and deliverable schedule set forth in Attachment A Scope of Work may be made with Agreement from ICC Staff and via written document signed by an authorized officer or employee of CBO and Contract Administrator.

This Contract may only be modified through a written Contract change order, signed by both parties after review by ICC Staff.  
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